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Constitutional Couveniion. i

The Slate Journal of the 3')U, December contains an
article on the subject of a constitutional convention, to

some of th positions of which, we desire to record
our objections. We quote one of than :

" We hold that where a people have adopted a con-

stitution containing a provision for its own amend
ment, it must be amended in accordance with the
mode thu prescribt-d- . Where no ruodc is provided
by the constitution itself, for its amendment, it must
be accomplished by legislative enactment. To con-

tend that the people have a right to her or abolish a
constitution ''without law and against law," is the
advocacy of revolution itself; a doctrine destructive
of all the safeguards of popular constitutional lib-

erty."
Well, this is talking plainly, and is the kind of lan-

guage which we like to see those use, who hold the
opinions of the Journal and its party. Let us apply
the tebt to this strongly expressed opinion, and see

whether it accords with the principles of republican
government as recognized by the American people.

What is a " revolu on" Is it not the overturn-

ing of the piinciples of an existing government ! the
Duttinj an end to its existence! The measures of a

government are constantly changing, yet it is not
revolutionized. Its oflicers may be deposed and others
appointed, still there is no revolution. The truth Ts

that all governments recognize and presuppose, a le-

gitimate, competent sovereignty ; and 60 long as the
supremacy of that sovereignty continues, so long
there is not and cannot be, a' revolution. In all mo
narchies and oligarchies, this sovereignty is under-

stood to be lodged in the person of the monarch, or
the nobility, as the case may be; and of con-cquenc-

if these be deposed, the act of deposition is revolu-

tion; because the sovereignty is ended, or subverted.
In this country the case is varied, inasmuch as the
scat of sovereignty is changed. The Declaration of
Independence declares that all political sovereignty
resides with the people. The declarations of rights
of the different States of the Union declare the same
fact.

This right by common consent, unless abridged by
special provisions, is held for exercise by free white
males of adult age, who are citizens of the country.
The provision of our constitution and of others defin-

ing the exercise of political power by the people, is
simply declaratory, and as such belongs and pertains
to the declaration of rights.

Thus then, we have the sovereignty of our govern-

ment defined ; and so long as that sovereignty can--

tiuues in the exercise of its legitimate functions, so
long there can be no revolution. The people, fur the
sake of convenience alone, delegate to a small num-

ber of agents tb.2 exercise of political power on their
behalf, and to avoid the necessity of too frequent
powers of attorney, aud to avoid misunderstanding
they give a general power of attorney to their agents.
only in virtue of which those agents have any right
to exercise political power as offlcers of the govern.
ment. This power of attorney we call a constitution
Now it will not be denied that the creator is always
greater than the creature. The people create the
constitution, therefore they are greater than the con-

stitution; and here the further rule of necessity ap.
- plies, namely : that the power which delegates authori'

ty can at any and all times annul it. It therefore fol

lows of necessity, that the people have a perfect right
to annul their constitution at any and all times ; and of
course they have the right to adopt another in its place,
by virtue of their inherent sovereignty. The people are
the government, aud it they should abrogite a con-

stitution without substituting another in its place, the
power of legislation " incapable of annihilation,"
would but return to them fur its exercise, and all the
proper attributes of government would still remain
in bsing and fully capable of exercise ; the only draw
back upon that exercise being the single fact of in

convenience. This then would be no revolution, nor
would anything hi so which lcave3 unimpaired the
sovereignty an I principles of our government.

Sec. 2 of Art. 1 of the constitution of Indiana, is a
simple declaration of rights. It does not give being
to thoe rights, but declares their existence anterior
to and independent of the constitution. If the con-

stitution had not asserted these rights, they would
have existed none the less. Cut as long as they are
asserted and thus endorsed by the constitution, the
Journal cannot object to their authority. Let us see
if the constitution does not assert that the people have
the right to do what the Journal calls an act of 14

The section referred to declares, That all

foxcer is inherent in the people; and all free govern-
ments are founded on their authority, and instituted
for their peace, safety and happiness. For the ad-

vancement of these ends, they have AT ALL TIMES
an unalienable and indefeasible right to aller or re-

form their government in such manner as they may
t'iink prrp:r." Not only does the constitution de-

clare the right of the people to alter or reform their
government at al times, but so careful is it to provide
for the frequent exercise of this right, that it enjoins
upon iu oHicer3 the duty of opening a poll for that
especial purpose, once in twelve years. And now
forsooth the Journal would have us believe that be-

cause the constitutional officers are compelled to offer

the opportunity once in twelve years, as a matter of
convenience only, that the people have not the right
to take the opportunity when they please ; although
the constitution declares they have the right to do it
at all tirnes.

The fact then Is simply this : that by virtue of this
sovereign right, the people by their chosen represen-

tatives provided last winter that a vote should Le

taken to decide whether a convention should be called
to revise the present constitution. A majority of the
people by their silence said they did not care. Of
those who had a choice, a majority decided that they
were in favor of a convention. The calliug of a con-

vention in itself considered, is neither tantamount to
an act of original sovereignty, nor is it even beyond

. the power of the legislature. Ey the vote f last
August, the legislature have permission to provide for

a convention, but are not compelled to do so. It is
with them a question tt expediency, with permission
to act if they see fit. The vote of last August gives
the legislature authority to make provision for a con-

vention and that is all. The convention may agree
upon a constitution, but the constitution will be of no
validity whatever, unless afterwards adopted by the
people. If a majority of the people should adopt it,

it then becomes the supreme organic law for the time
being, and completely supersedes the constitution
whose place it takes; and the effect would be the

same, whether the constitution so adopted were re-

commended by a convention or by a single individual.

Any person has a perfect right to draw up a constitu-- .
tion, and at-- k the people of the State to assemble on a

given day and adopt it; and if a majority of them

agree to adapt it, by the the act cf adoption it becomes

the law paramount; or, the article of the constitution
quoted above is a dead letter.

Again, the Journal argues that the framers of the
constitution did not intend that a convention should

Le called at any other time than that mentioned.
Well, suppose they did not, though the Journal falls
far short of proving its assertion; still, if the right
of the people exists as stated in the 2d section, it
matters not what the fratners cf the constitution in-

tended. If they intended to lake away a right which,

as thry themselves declared, was in existence ante-

rior to their constitution, an " unalienable and inde-

feasible right," they intended to perpetrate a gros
act f usurpation; and their intention or any act in
furtherance of it was a nullity.

Hut the Journal says, it U inexpedient to alter the
Ah, well! that is the question, neigh... , , .wr. I l"f are qune cuiuptiuriu 10

dccide - We nrc willinS tfy should decide it. iou
l'avc fome feel,:,2 on lllC subicct. 110 doubt' rhe new
Constitution might come into operation before the ex
piration of the official terms of some of your friends;

'and then, biennial sessions cf the Legislature might
not orree with your plans entirely. "Well, if the
people of Indiana come to understand that it might
discommode you and your " three friends," they will
doubtless fon-g- their own welfare, for your accom-- J

mouauun.

TIiu Stiitr. Ifljt.
Tho present is a most interesting crisis in the af--

fairs of the State. A measure, upon the proper ad-- ;
justment of which depends the financial prosperity of
Indiana for generations to come, hangs upon the dc- -

,

liberations of the present Legislature. The attention
j

of the people of the State is anxiously directed to the
j

legislative proceedings now in progress, in the hope
that they will result in such action as will effectually
vindicate our Slate honor, and afford a guaranty of
the liquidation and eventual payment of the public
debt, without in the mean time crushing" the energies
of pur people under too heavy a load of taxation. It
is'alrcady demonstrated, that the arrangement now in
progress contemplates no greater burden of taxation
than the people are able to bear; and the burden im-

posed will be borne w ith cheerfulness, if the imposi-
tion of it is permitted to accomplish its proper object,
the satisfaction of the just claims of cur creditors.

The prospect of the result so much desired seems
now to be presented. The proposals of our bond-

holders arc cf such a nature as to give promise of a
satisfactory adjustment of our debt.

That honest differences of opinion will arise as to
some of the terms of the arrangement, is to be expec-

ted. It would be strange indeed if such should not
be the case: but wo hope that members of the Legis-
lature will address themselves to the subject under a
full sense of the responsibility involved, and with a
desire to accomplish the best possible result ; and with
such a disposition, we feel confident that success will
cro.vn their efforts.

The proposal to divide a dclt of this kind, and to
charge one half of it upon a public w ork, taking it as
a specific security for so large an amount, running
the risk of its producing that amount, tad releasing
the faith and obligation of the State forever to that
extent, is a perfect novelty in stock transactions; and
we venture to say, that such an offer was never before
made to a State. Add to this that our creditors offer
to advance the funds necessary to ensure the comple-
tion of the work, and the offer is certainly without
precedent. It is the only practicable basis on which
our debt can be arranged, and so long as this basis is
preserved, there should be no insupera'ole obstacle
found in the details of the business. These are in
substance the views we expressed two years ngo, and
before our creditors made their offers ; and we have
seen nothing 6ince, that does not tend to confirm us
ii them.

C7ln the Senate, on Wednesday, a test vote was
taken on the bill for the relief cf the Wabash Col-

lege, on a motion made to recommit with instructions.
The vote on the question of rccomm'tting was ayes 4,
noes 4.3. This was so decisive, that the? bill pissed to
its third reading without a division. It is understood
that the present bill obviates the objection made to
that of last session, that it would impair the contin-
gent school fund, and that it now affords a better
security to that fund than the property mortgaged to
the Slate afforded. In addition to this, by the present
bill the college oilers a free scholarship, for five years,
to one person from each county in the State, to be
educated for a common school teacher. This would
have the effect to elevate the standard of qualifica
tions of teachers, and must be, if appreciated, of
inestimable benefit to the common schools of the
State.

0OThe vote in the Senate, confirming the ap-

pointment of Samcel E. Pekkixs as one of the Judges
of the Supreme Court, was as follows:

Ayes Messrs. Allison, Barbour, Beard, Berry of
franklin, Ierry ot Monroe, Loats, (Jonner, Cuppy,
Day, Edmonston, Ellis, English, Green, Ilamer,
Handy, Hardin, Henry, Howell, Jackson, Logan,
Marsh, Miller, Milligan, Millikcn, Parks, Read,
Rockhill, Stewart, Stockwell, Taber, Verbrikc, Wa-
ter?, and Zenor o3.

Noes Messrs. Bowers, Bradbury, Chcnowith, Cle-
ments, Cotlin, Davis, Goodenow, llanirick, Holloway,
Morgan, Montgomery, Murphy, Orth, Osborn, Rob-
inson, Simpson, and Wiuchell 17.

We venture to say that no man who voted in the
affirmative will ever have cause to regret it. Mr.
Terkins will make one of the best judges which the
Supreme Court has ever had.

Oirln a letter w ritten by the Editor of the Vin--
cenncs Sun, and dated from Indianapolis, we find the
following allusion to an incident said to have occurred
here a short time 6ince :

"A short time after Mr. Eiddle was elected Jude.
R. A. Lock wood, Esq., of Lafayette, had the presume
iion io sinne nun in me lace. iir. is. then drew a
pair of tongs and made at Mr. L., whereupon Mr. L.
drew a spear from a cane, and it is said that he would
have killed Mr. B. but for the interference of friends.
The cause of the difference is said to be as follows:
Mr. Lockwood filed an affidavit before the Supreme

oun in a certain case wnicn Air. is. pronounceU lalse
in every particular; afterwards Mr. L. substantiated
its correctness by a witness, and then, after the ad
journment of court, Mr. L. commenced the attack."

Clerical office-seekee- s. Tho Washington cor
respondent of the Ohio Statesman says that there were
no less than twenty-seve- n competitors for the office of
Chaplain to the U. S. House of Representatives. This
race for the chaplaincy always affords a deal of fun in
Washington; for the candidates, sometimes in person,
and at other times by and through their respective
friends, get to abusing each other with as much earn
estness, as though all hands, being engaged in electing
a ward constable (rather than a chaplain) were ' pretty
well in for it.' So the world wags even in black
gowns.

Rktkocession of Alexandeia. A petition of sun-
dry inhabitants in the vicinity of Alexandria has gone
forward to the Legislature of Virginia, praying that
body not to take any steps in relation to the retroces-
sion of that town aud county to the Old Dominion,
until the constitutionality of the measure shall be
tested by the Supreme Court of the United States, be-

fore which tribunal the petitioners promise to bring
the subject on an early day. They take the ground
that Congress has not the power to retrocede a jmrt
of the territory of Columbia to its original possessor,
though it may give back the tchole to the States whence
it was taken.

CfcThe elements seemed to sympathise deeply in
the death of the eld year, and to dissolve in tears.
The rain poured down in a flood during the whole dav
and night of the 31st. We have rarely seen as much
in the same space of time. Several buildings have
been more or less damaged in consequence.

(7-W-e yesterday received through Mr. Edwards
of the House, a note enclosing an invitation to attend
a ball at Terrc Haute on New Years' night. As Mr.
E. observed, it was not possible to attend, not only
for the want of a " water-craf- t" but for "seven
league boots" as well.

Gen. Scott took with him on his voyage towards
Mexico, his camp cquipago and an India-rubb- er mar-
quee. He studies his comfort at all evcuts.

Ilcads of the House.
"." XT ZZXO. '

FaANtis II. Frr, from Montgomery, is a gcnt.c
man of estimable character. His amiability , and
private worth are such, that although no speaker, he

has repeatedly been returned to the Legislature, receive

ing more than the support of his own party a t the polls.
Mr. Fry is a trader, a business man of practical 6cnsc
and liberal views, lie is not an ambitious mm, nor
one fond of display; and his seU'ction to the office he
holds is therefore a response to his merit, rather than
his aspirations.

.T r t'.i: rVi Eis i,. yt.Mii.M, irom y asningion, is one oi
the leaö'nj characters in the House. He is one of
those who never brings to his aid any factitious qual- -

ities. As a speaker he has no rhetorical flourish, no
tinsclry, no posturing; but with his head inclined
forward and his eyes intently fixed on his auditory,
he gives voice to a steady, cogent, anu unbroken Cow

of argument, which always interests, and seldom fails
to convince. Mr. D. is a young man, and will his
talents and perscverence he promises to take rank
among the first men in the State.

James IL Cravens, the member from Ripley, is a
gentleman of talent and standing, and of great expe-

rience in legislative business. He does Dot speak too
ofien, and when he does, his address is to the reason
of his hearers. He reasons with soundness and point,
always keeping his premises clearly in view, going
straignt on to his conclusions, with at the same time
a vigilant eye to. the collateral bearings of his subject
Mr. C. was the- - favorite of many members for the
Speakership and if elected would have made a fine

presiding officer.- - lie is patient in investigation, and
accessible to persuasion at all times. Usually he
does not commit himself upon a question until he
understands its merits ; but once enlisted, he pushes
his object with unremitting perseverance.

Charles I. Eattell, the member from Vander
burg, is one of thlse who find considerable difficulty
in becoming familiar with involved subjects. He can-

not at a glance seize the strong points of a question,
and comprehcud all its bearings. This perfect mastery
of questions is with him the result of elaborate and pa-

tient examination ; yet he readily undertakes the task,
and when he arrives at his conclusions, he illuminates
his subject by the reflections of a mind singularly clear
in its ultimate views. He is a sincere votary of
truth, and w hen he elicits it, it never escapes him.
His integrity of purpose and well disciplined judg-

ment, have won for him a high degree of considera-

tion among those who know him well. He is re
markable for absent-mindednes- s, and many anecdotes
are given of his curious mistakes of this kind ; but as
this cannot detract from the worth or usefulness of
die man, it is needless to refer to them.

(fc-W- hile the resolution for the benefit of soldiers
in the army was first under consideration in the U. S.
Senate, a short time since, Mr. Eentoa remarked that
the Sdiate " was a deliberative body, and when he
first came here the fathers of the republic whom he
found here told him that some inconvenience or other
bad result was 6ure to follow the adoption of any
measure passed principally upon an appeal to their
feelings of generosity or sympathy, and without the
customary forms of inquiry and discussion." There
ia a Errcat deal of wisdom in this remark, and it should

never be lost sight of. ' We know that most flagitious
measures have sometimes been passed through legis-

lative bodies under the pretence of sympathy for par-

ties affected, but which were designed for the most
w icked purposes.

On tho same occasion, Mr. Benton said that
"No man was more desirous that justice should be

done the army than he was, and he wished to take
advantage of the preseut season of its popularity for
that purpose. He had often said, and he wished the
fact remarked, that the men who fought at Monterey,
at Palo Alto, aud El Rcsaca, were the same w ho had
contended so long amidst the horrors of the swamps
and hammocks of Florida.

" There were times w hen the bravest could not
command success. Ir. Benton then pointed out in a
forcible manner th;? advantage which the navy had
over the army in 'the matter of prize money. The
officers and men id the former were entitled to the
value of the publie property they had captured, and it
had often happened in the course of our history, that
w hen a fortress was taken wholly by land forces, the
officers and sailors of a squadron or fleet that might
be in sight, received the value of it in prize money,
though they had not fired a gun. Ho gave several
instances of this as occurring during the last war.

Iowa Senatoks. We learn by a gentleman direct
from Iowa city, that the Legislature had, in Conven-

tion, gone into one balloting for the election of a U.S.
Senator. The vote stood as follows :

Jonathan McCarty 'possum) 20
Wilson (Democrat) 23
Mitchell (Whig) 1

Consequently there was no election, and the Con
vention adjourned. It is supposed that the Democrats
will refuse to ballot further during this session, because
of the refusal of certain Whigs representing Demo

cratic districts, to obey instructions to vote for a
Democratic candidate for the Senate ; and also because
they fear that by a union of the Whigs and the 'possum
Democrats, McCarty might be elected. The last con-

siderations ought alone to be sufficient ; for the elec-

tion of tsuch a person as McCarty would be altogether
infamous. We should very much prefer the election
of any decent Whig to such a man as McCarty. The
right course, however, under the circumstances, is to
postpone; and this course will be adopted by the
Democrats.

Mexican Ckceltv. In December, 1835, a Mexi-

can officer of the name of Jose Antonio Mexia, landed
at Tampico with a body of men under the Mexican
flag. His unfortunate associates had been inveigled
into accompanying him by false representations as to
their destination, and the object of the expedition.
Among them were several foreigners, the larger num-

ber of whom were Americans. They fell into the
hands of Santa Anna. The foreigners, including
eighteen citizens of the United States, were, without
trial, ordered for execution, and inhumanly murdered,
while the Mexican part of thern were not punished.
Two Frenchmen accompanied this expedition, and
were among the victims ; and for this illegal and in-

human murder, France exacted of Mexico such
atonement as she thought proper to demand. None
has ever been made to the government of the United
States, or to the families of these unhappy victims of
Mexican pcrfiJy and Mexican cruelty. Is it not
strange, now that wc ore making efforts to obtain
reparation, that some whig leaders are arraying them-

selves on the Mexican sid?t and against their own
countryl

07-T- hc Washington correspondent of the Journal
of Commence, says, it is now very certain that the Clay
members of the House will oppose the war as deci-

dedly as Mr. Webster has done. Other writers say
that Mr. Clay has advised otherwise.

Erastus Root, who for many years occupied a
prominent place among the politicians of New York,
died at New York city on Thursday, Dec. 24th, in
the 71th year of his age.

Counterfeit. Three dollar bills on the Bank of
Wooster, Ohio, new, letter A, dated Oct. 1, IS 10, are
in circulation. Hate rough and course ; signature
engraved, and filling up bad.

frT-T-he value of tho prizes taken at Tobasco and
Tampico by the squadron, amounts to .$'.'0,000.

Slate Debt.
We give below an outline carefully prepared, which

on examination will afford a clear idea of all the im
portant features of the amendments proposed to the
State Debt Bill cf last session. The amended bill is
quite voluminous, its dimensions being swelled by
recitals of the previous act, and preamble to the pre
sent enactments. For the convenience of those who
have not patience to read the bill, and for tho reason
that it is too lengthy for our columns, we have been

at pains to furnish our readers with a statement of
its substance.

The synopsis will be found convenient for refereuce
by tlmye who desire to examine the bill criticdly.
Wc have struck off copies of it on separate slips of
paper, w hich can be had on application at this office

iSyjiovsis of the Bill supplementary to the Act to provide

for the Funded Debt of the Stale of Indiana, and

for Vie cowplelion of the Wabash and Erie Canal
to Evansxille.

The first seven sections of the bill provide for the
division of the debt, principal and interest, as con

templatcd in the thirty-secon- d section of the act of
last winter, and for the issuance of the certificates
of stock under that section. There are matters

almost purely of detail, for greater certainty, as
follows :

The preamble recites former act by its title, &x. ;

difiiculty of raising subscription) to the amount re-

quired by the act; proposal to surrender bonds for

1,000,000 ; and to subscribe 20 per cent, thereon ;

which is considered sufficient to complete the canal
Section 1. Outstanding bonds to be surrendered

and certificates issued in exchange; form of certifi
cates as iu the schedule.

Scction2. Certificates to bo issued forarrcsrso
interest.

Section 3. Interest on Slate certificates from 181"

to 1SÖ3, how to be paid.
Section 4. Interest on Canal certificates, how to

be paid; deficits to be funded after 1SÖ3.

Section 5. Interest on Slate certificates, to be paid
only on certificates registered during the previous half
yecr.

Section 6. Bondholders not subscribing, nor ex
changing their bonds until after 1st October, 1317,

to Lave certificate for interest then due, but not
money.

Section 7. Surplus of taxation to be applied to re
deem treasury notes.

The eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh sections pro
vide for the time and manner of subscription for the
completion of the canal, the amount of subscription,
and extends the time for the act to take effect till
1st May, It: 17.

Section 8. Bonds to be surrendered of not less
amount than 1,000,000; time for subscription ex-

tended to 1st May, 16-1- 7; time for surrender of bonds
extended to 1st July, 1917. Proviso, that time for
further subscriptions be extended to 1st August, 1317.

Section 9. Notice to be given to bondholders to
subscribe and to exchange their bonds.

Section 10. Bondholders to subscribe five per cent,
on or before 1st August, 1347, or to be excluded from
subscription ; but time allowed to subscribers to de-

posit their bonds until 1st October, 1S47 ; aoy bond-

holder may, however, at any time thereafter surrender
his bonds and receive certificate therefor.

Section 11. Act to take effect when $1,000,000
bonds subscribed, and notice thereof given, and pay-

ment of five per cent, on such subscription ; former
act and this act to be at an end if five per cent, be not
subscribed and paid before 1st May, 1947.

The twelfth section provides for the distribution of
tho proceeds of canal lands, and tolls, and revenues
of the canal. The general provision is that they be
appropriated to the completion of tiie canal and the
payment of interest on the loan or advance, until the
canal is completed ; and afterwards to the payment
of the interest and principal of the debt charged upon
the canal. This section takes the place of the eighth
section of the previous act. It will be noted that the
nineteenth section of the former act, still continued
in force, provides that all expenditures connected
with the trust, are to be paid out of the trust funds.

Section 12. Eighth section amended as to priori-tic- s

in payment, as follows :

First. In payment of work, labor, and materials.
Second. In payment of interest at six per cent,

per annum on advances, out of tolls.
Third. In payment of principal of advances.
Fourth. In payment to subscribers of interest on

heir certificates.

Fifth. In payment to subscribers of interest on
heir special stock, and then of principal thereof.

Sixth. In payment to subscribers of the principal
of their certificates.

Seventh. Iu payment to trs of the in-

terest on their certificates.
Eighth. In payment to non-subscrib- of their

special stock and interest.
Ninth. In payment to non-subscrib- of the prin-

cipal of their certificates.
Tenth. To pay balances into the State Treasury.
Saving the just rights of the holders of Wabash and

Erie canal bonds ; parties interested to be paid pro
rata, and according to their priorities ; holders of six
per cent, bonds to be entitled to one-fift- h more capi-

tal; all bonds at sterling to be exchanged at fifty
pence per dollar.

The thirteenth and fourteenth sections provide in
what manner the subscribers shall elect their two
trustees, how they may be discharged, and how vacan
cies are to be filled in the board.

Section 13. Subscribers to elect two trustees;
mode of first election; by majority in number and
value of subscribers; no election to be void by reason
of technical informalities ; but trustees to take the
oath required by the act, and to give bond ; certificate
of election to be forwarded to the Governor.

Section 14. New trustees to be appointed in case
of death, misconduct, &c. ; new trustees to have
power of former trustees; subscribers to remove their
trustees for misconduct, &c, and to appoint new
trustees.

The fifteenth and sixteenth sections provide that the
subscribers may elect bankers for the trust, and pre
scribe their duties.

Section 13. Subscribers to appoint bankers; by
majority in number and value.

Section 1G. Moneys received by trustees to be
paid to bankers; all drafts and orders to be signed by
trustees; trust funds not to be liable to sequestra
tion, &,c.

The seventeenth section, to increase public confi
deuce, provides that the trust is not to be affected by
commotions, or other causes, until fully and finally
discharged.

Section 17. Steck and property of foreigners to
pass according to their laws; to be exempt from
fees or charges on account of the death of holders;
exempt from attachment, &c.

Section 13. Canal stock and certificates htld by
the State not to be reissued ; particulars thereof to be
rendered to the trustees.

The nineteenth section provides for calls on the
eubscription for the completion of the canal.

Section 19. Notices of calls to be publicly given;
how to be published; defaulters to forfeit their ad
vances, priority and all contract in respect thereof.

Section 20. Time is allowed for completion of the
canal in case of unavoidable delay.
' Section 21 is omitted, and a note inserted to the
same effect, viz : that it is desired that as far as prac-
ticable the Stale, should furnish the trustees with

map or plan, schedule, and classification of the canal

and works and the canal lands.
Section 22. Subscribers to have the power to in

spect records of the proceedings of the trustees, the
same as State officers; trustees to render taif-ycari- y

accounts to the subscribers.
Section 23. Trovidcs that a majority cf the trus

tees may sell lands.
The twenty-fourt- h section makes certain specific

amendments in the original act, which by this act is
continued in force.

Section 21. Amendments under the twentieth sec

tion of the recited act ; to have the same effect as if ori-- 1

ginally enacted; amendment A to the ninth section,
so as to read "execution and delivery of the deed;"
B amends section twelve so as to read "and shall

assume the payment of principal and interest;"
amendment J provides that the State shall fix the

salary of the trustee on the part of the State, and the
subscribers shall fix the salaries of the trustees ap-

pointed by them.
For the other specific amendments, see the section.
The twenty-fift- h section authorizes the agent of

State to appoint some person or persons in London to

receive the surrender of foreign bonds, to save the risk
of loss in transmitting them across the ocean, and to re-

ceive and transmit the five per cent, advance on sub-

scriptions at the risk of the subscribers ; the expense
of such exchange, &.c. not to exceed $00.

The twenty-sixt- h section provides that in the event
the $800,000 to be subscribed shall not be sufficient

to ensure the completion of the canal in four years,
the trustees may raise, by pledge of the unsold lands,
the further sura necessary, not exceeding $500,000;
and further provides that the full time for completing
the canal shall not in any case exceed six years.

The twenty-sevent- h section provides that the trust
property shall not be diverted from the purposes of
the trust for the general use of the State.

Section 23. This act to be public, and liberally
construed ; defects may be supplied by future legis
lation.

Carrier's Address to the Patrons of the
Sentinel.

WKtTTLN ET MKS. SARAU T. EOLTON.

I stood beneath a wintry 6ky,
In musing mood alone,

And as the chilling wind went by,
With its low, solemn tone,

I thought I heard, in every pause,
A deep sepulchral groan.

I turned and lo, an aged form

Was feebly bending there ;

The viewless spirit of the storm
Flayed with his silvery hair ;

The frost-gem- s glittered on his feet
. All bloodless, cold, and bare.

His brow was marred by lines of care,
Death's hue was on his cheek ;

His trembling limbs could scarcely bear
Their burden worn and weak ;

His voice was lost, in hollow groans,
When he assayed to speak.

Aside the sombre clouds were driven
That veiled the brow of night ;

The far-o- ff stars, like eyes in heaven,
All solemn, pure, and bright,

Looked coldly on the jewelled carüi
That sparkled in their light.

He felt the change a gleam of mirth
Lit up his glazing eye ;

He gazed upon the lovely earth,
Then on the starry 6ky,

And said, "It is a glorious night,
A blessed time to die.

"Though wearing care and toil have wrought
Deep furrows on my brow,

Though many a weary day has taught
This wasted form to bow,

I was not once the feeble thing
That you behold me now.

" I grasped a sceptre, all my own,
The night my father died,

And sat me down upon my throne
With all a monarch's pride;

I knew my sway was glorious,
And my dominion wide.

" I journeyed forth, without a care,
O'er many a land and sea ;

My paüi was in the viewless air.
My footsteps wild and free ;

My heart was full of happy dreams,
My voice was full of glee.

I saw the beauties of the earth.
The wonders of the sky,

And deemed, with such a place of birth,
'T was strange that men did sigh ;

Strange, they did w"eep, but stranger still.
That they were doomed to die.

"I had not then unveiled the heart,
Or 6cen the secret springs

From which in quick succession 6tart
Man's wayward wanderings,

Nor did I know the lightning speed
Of thought's unwearied wings.

" I've seen a happy little band
Of children, in their play,

Fling shining shells upon the strand,
To gather blossoms gay ;

Then, if a butterfly came by,
The flowers were thrown away.

' Thus, full of vague imaginings.
The mass of human kind,

Striving to grasp the brightest things,
Leave all the beat behind ;

No earthly good can fill the soul,
Or satisfy the mind.

"I've seen the lord of wealth and power
Beset with gloom and fear ;

The lady, in a palace bower,
Shed many a burning tear

Men ever find that w ealth and fame
Are not what they appear.

'The warmest, lightest hearts I found
Beside the peasant's hcarüi,

Where day in honest toil went round,
TI13 eve in sinless mirth

Such beings grace man's heritage,
This beautiful bright earth.

"In every land beneath the sun,
These restless feet have been ;

Strange things these shriveled hands have done,
And wondcrous too, I ween;

And many a dark.Tnj'sterious sight
These failing eyes have seen.

" I've wrought a change in many a home,
Where hearts w ere young aud gay ;

I've stamped upon the proudest dome
The impress of decay,

And helped the little water-fa- ll

To wear the rocks away.

' The forest, river, vale, and lall,
Grey mound, and ivy tower;

Tho broadest sea, the smallest rill,
The palace, and the bower,

Hate ftit alike my magic touch",

And owned my wondrous power..

"I sat, one lovely summer niht,
Beside a lady fair.

And painted threads of silvery white

Amidst her raven hair;
She started, in the morning light,

To see Time's way-mar- ks there.

"I stood within a dungeon cell.
And saw the dreadful strife

Of him w ho numbered long and well
His last few hours of life ;

With hope', despair, fear, agony,
Remorse, and anguish rife.

" Within a hovel, cold and damp,
A man, in seeming, poor,

Lighted a feeble, flickering lamp,
And doubly tarred the door;

Then raised his iron coffer-lid- s

And gloated o'er his store.

" I stood within that cheerless room,
13cside a tat'.crcd bed,

And heard, amidst the mid-nig-
ht gloom,

A murderer's stealing tread :

I looked upon the miser's form,

T was pale, and cold, and dead.

"I saw Italia's moonlit seas;
Britannia's hazy sky,

The Ganges, with its devotees,
Himalaya hoar and high,

And heard, along the Danube's shore.
The perfumed zephyr's sigh.

"I saw Mohammed's worshipped grave;
The city of the Czar ;

I saw the crescent banner wave
O'er Talestine afar,

And stood on Waterloo, where fell
Napoleon's guiding star.

"I saw the frozen Arctic main;
The waste, where Arabs roam ;

The lovely, dark-eye- d maids of Spain ;
The Tartar's mountain home,

And sat, in trembling awe, beside
The monuments of Rome.

"There is a land, I marked it well,
When last I journeyed there,

Where valley, streamlet, hill, and dell,- -

Sky, mountain, ocean, air.
And all things, save her children's hearts,

Are bright, and bland, and fair.

" Her children arc not abject slaves,
And yet they are not free;

Like 6ome wrecked bark upon the waves
Of a tumultuous 6ca,

They ever toss upon the tide
Of hopeless anarchy.

" The petty chief, whom chance beguiled.
And made their lord to-da- y.

To-morro- sun may Bee reviled,
Outlawed, and driven away,

That one, less fit to rule, perchance,
May bear the short-live- d sway.

"From her Columbia had endured
Insult and outrage long;

Had seen her plundered sons immured
In dungeons dark and strong,

By lawless rulers, w ho delayed
Atonement for the wrong.

"At length, as though she had grown bold
In lawless deeds before,

Her blood-re- d banner was unrolled
Upon Columbia's shore,

And Freedom saw her own bright soil
Stained with her children's gore.

" Then heard I freemen's rallying cry,
And saw their weapons gleam,

As warrior-band- s swept proudly by, ,

O'er valley, hill, and stream,
Resolved their country's injured rights

And honor to redeem.

" When summer-zephyr- s, rich and bland,
Were whispering soft and low,

Where bright and pure, fair Rio Grande,
Thy sparkling waters flow,

There freedom's ever glorious band
Met the iuvading foe.

" I stayed me, in my onward flight,
Above the battle field,

And gazing from my airy height,
I saw the vanquished yield;

And even then I knew the doom

Of Mexico was sealed.

" Where climbing vines and budding flowerg

Concealed a ruin grey,
I sat and numbered out the hours

That swiftly w inged away,
And heard the w ar alarum rung

O'er fated Monterey.

"Oh! there were trembling hearts, and ighs,
And shrieks of deep despair,

All bloodless cheeks and tearful eyes,
And wild confusion there,

When first the cannon tolled death's knell
Upon the troubled air.

" On, on they came, the free and brave;
I saw their ranks advance;

Their 6tarry-bannc- rs proudly wave
Their war-stee- ds gaily prance,

And all along the solid lin?s
The unsheathed weapons glance.

" There was a sound that seemed to rend?

The strong old earth in twain.
And then the battle-smok- e did bend-It- s

wings above the plain,
As thouch it strove to hide from Heaven

The gory, ghastly slain.

"Among the wounded and the dead,
Along the crimson street,

I beard the soldier's measured treadr
The sound of flying feet,

And words of bitter parting said
By friends no more to meet.

"Amid the conflict's fiercest swell,
Where swiftest blows were given.

Where first the focman's banner fell.
And solid ranks were riven,

Columbia's rainbow-fla- g arose,
Decked with the stars of heaven.

"The acts of daring, bravery, might,
I saw amidst Uie fray,

Will make fair Freedom's annals bright,
. In many a coming day,

And send an echo through all time
Till earth shall pass away.

" While yet I tarried, at the place,
A shining Goddess came;

I saw her flying fingers trace,
In characters of flame,.

Immortal names and deeds that grace'
The burning scroll of fame.

"When Glory threw a chaplet o'er
The banner of the free,

High, high above the cannon's roar,
I shouted Victory !

Long wave Columbia's stripes and stars,.
Long live her chivalry ! "

He ceased, gazed round upon the night,..
And closed his garment's fold ;

His glazing eyes Lad lost their light
His, lips were blue and cold.

The clock struck twelve, I heard a sig- h-

The old year's tale was told.


